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BEFORE THE CORONER OF THE COUNTY OF SONOMA, 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


IN THE MATTER OF THE INQUISITION 

UPON THE REMAINS OF 

CHARLES B, O’NEAL* 
Deceased. 


PRESENT. 

FRED YOUNG , Coroner; 

T. C. McGBTTIGAN, Aast. Diat. Atty.; 
H. A. SCOTT, Shorthand Reporter, 
and 

CORONER’S JURY. 


Santa Rosa, Gel. Monday,July 22, 
1935. 

UNDERTAKING PARLORS OF WELTI BROS. 

4 P.M. 


(Coroner swears 3 ur Y*) 

FRANK B. DIBBLE 


Called 9 a 6 witness and 


Vi\r 

~ 4 


the Corone V' 


THE CORONER: Gentlemen, we are about to inquiie Into 


I 
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the cause of death of Charles B. O’Neel who met death 2 

on July 17th, 1935 at Sent® Hose from gunshot wounds. 

Q. Your name end address, Mr. Dibble? A. Frank B. 

Dibble, 770 Mendocino Avenue, Sente Rosa. 

Q. Where were you on the 16th day of July? A. I was in 
Santa Rosa. 

Q. Were you over at the service station between the city 
hall end the jail? A. I was. 

Q. If you will, please state what you aaw while you were 
there? A. Well, I had driven into the service station 
*her«i Joe Schurraen has a station, where he haa a grease 
reck, and I Just got out end slammed the door, and at 
that time, as I slammed the door, I heard two tfiots. And 

at that instant I heard a voice which I recognized as 

I believe he said "Johnny> ~ h® v ® b®* n shott 
Charlie’s call out that he haa been shotyi And naturally 

my idea being to look for my own gun which I thought I 

had in the esr. And as I stepped back I did not see the 

party come out of the building, but I knew by that time 

that somebody had come from the place end I walked down 

between the county jail and the service station, and Just as 

I got to the beck of it, 1 heard .Toe Schurman call cut, 

"Look out Harry, he Is going to get you", or something 

like that, sr.d Ksrry Pattesor. was walking towards Chamber- 

lain. end as he came into view directly back of the 

pumps, and they were pretty far epart at that time. And 

1 stood perfectly still back there, with two forty- 

fives swiping, 1 didn't like the looks of it, end I 

knew what would happen* 
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before the eherlff and Chamberlain came together, but 3 
Ai raised hia right arm and the eherlff warded It off 
and the gun wee exploded at the time, and they both went 
down, and 1 thought the sheriff was hit, ana I got hold 
of the other myself-- 

THE CORONER: You mean the other gun? A The other 
gun. Then Joe Schurman came in there about that time, 
and several others, and that's about all there is to it. 

Q. About what time did this occur on the 16th? A. It 
was shortly after nine o'clock, Just a few minutes after 
nine o'clock, because I had waited in the store for some 
of the other help to arrive. And I drove around the block, 
end it was between nine and nine-fifteen. And after that 
I went into the office and some of the other men had put 
Charlie in a car, put him in a chair, and he was carried 
in between his own office and the main assembly room of 
the police department. There was quite a few more In 
there, and they rushed him into s car and took him to 
the hospital. That's all I saw. 

Q. Did you see Chamberlsln come out of the city hall? 

A. No. I turned and went back to my car. 

MR. McGETTIGAN: Q. Did you know Albert Chamberlain? 

A. Yes, I knew him. 

Q. You sew him, you say, coming from the direction of the 
office of Chief of Police O’Neal? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you touch either one of the weapons thot day? 
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A Yes. 

Q. Did you notice whether or not they were werm? A. No, 

I dId not. 

Q. You did not observe the condition of them? A. No. 

Q. When you sew him, in which direction did he walk? 

A. He wes heeded right towards the sheriff’s office. 

Q.How fer wes he from the office of the Chief of Police? 

A. He wes directly In front of the pumpe of the service 
station. 

Q. Approximately how far is that? A. They must be fifty 
or sixty feet from that point. 

Q. You say he had both guns In his hands? A. He had e 
gun In each hand, end he was swinging them like this es 
he walked. 

THE CORONER: (Showing witness a gun.) 

A. That is the gun he had In his right hand. 

THE CORONHi: (Showing witness a gun) A. And that 
is the gun he had in his left hand. 

MR. McGETTlOAN: Is the gun I now ±i ow you the gun 
Albert Chamberlain had in his right hand? 

A. Yes, that's the gun he had when he fired at the 
sheriff. 

MR. McGETTlOAN: Exhibit A. 

Q. Have you seen this gun before? A? This gun is very 
»iuil i*r tu trie gun I took out of his hand. That gun had 
three fired cartridges and three full cartridges when 
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I took It ©way. 

Q. Did you unload this gun! A. unload ' d thl8 

gun. 

MR. McGETTIQAN; This gun will be Exhibit B. 

Q. That ie the gun ha had In his left hand? A• His 1 eft 

handles. 

Q. You say there were three exploded shells In it? A. I 
don’t know how many exploded Bhefcls it had, I took out 
three. 1 didn’t notice the others that were in the 
chambers. The ones that dropped,! believe they were 

46 caliber. 

Q. What was the condition of the barge gun? A. I didn't 
have that in my hands. 

THE CORONER: Has the jury auy questions? That Is all 


JOSEPH SCHURMAN 

Called as e witness and sworn by the Coroner: 

, ,rii Anne? A. I don't know the 

Q. Your neme and address, pieesei 

box address, it is Roberts Avenue. 

Q. And your name? A. Joseph Schurman. 

Q. Did you witness the shooting of Charles O’Neal! A.No, 
I didn’t. 

q. Did you hear the shots? A.Yes. 

Q . Did you see anyone come out of the city hell after 
the shots .ere fired! A. I sew A1 Chamberlain come out 


of the city hall. 
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Q. If you will* Just explain whet happened alter that, 
what you saw? A. Well, as I heard the shots, I turned 
end looked towards the police department door. 

Q. How many shots did you hear? A. I heard three ohots 
and it wasn't but three or four seconds, I would say , I 
saw the back of a man coming out of the door. And as he 
opened the door, Be turned and X saw who it was, it was A1 
Chamberlain, and he shut the door quite gently and turned 
around and started walking towards the frapt of the service 
station that I happened to be running or operating at the 
time. And as he started for the front of the service station, 


I ran around the other way, because I hadn’t any idea what 
was taking place or *et had happened, although 1 suspect¬ 


ed a lot . And as I entered the front of the bulldln 0 , he 
said to me, "Where is Harry Fatteson". I dldnH answer 
him because I knew from the expression on his face that 


he was after Harry As I entered the building, I intended 
to go back end get a shotgun I had In back, because I 
thought if he was going to do sty more ham It had to be 
stopped, that's all. So then I thought, if I took time 
to go beck end get the gun, it would be too much time 
wasted, so I stood at the entrance of the door and hollered 
to Harry to look out that A1 was after him. I am not sure 
whether Harry heard me or not, and I hollered again. And 


T —- - i 1 VM * *1 V 

I Sow UOAIJ 


ok at me a= 


to eav, Don't- holler any 


he 


didn't recognize him at first, end as 


more. It seems 
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they cam® cloae together, Chamberlain said to a gentle¬ 
men walking up the street "Are you Patteson". And at that 
moment I hollered again to look cut. Just then Harry lunged 
forward at him , and of course, knocked him off balance. 

Q. And at that time Dibble was at the right of me , ha 
ran around the outside of the pump® and I came through, 
straight through the pumps, and Dibble was there before I 
was. And I sew Dibble grab the gun, and It wasn't but a 
fewxseconds until they had the gun away from him, and I 
ran back in to see how Charlie was making out, because 
I had heard him meantime hollering, and I knew It was a 
case of emergency and that he needed a doctor right away, 
end I called the operators and told them to send ell the | 

doctors they could contact immediately and It was but a , 

few seconds until Mr. Shulte a**d others, I don't know Just 
who it was , Anita Ross and Dibble, wasn't it Bill, took 

I 

him to the hospital. That is the end of whet I had seen. 
gB. McGE^TIGAN: Q. Did you observe the guns which were 
its the hands of Mr. Chamberlain at the time? A. Yes, I 

A \ A 

q. Would you be able to recognize these guns? A.Yes, sir. 

Q. X will show you a gun here indicated previously as Exhibit 
A, and esk you If you ever saw that gun before? A. It 
wae the same caliber and six© gun. I wouldn't swear It was 
the Identical satre gun. But that una I do recognize . 

Q. You recognize Exhibit A.-the gun I now hand you, Exhibit 
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A;» do you recognize that gun? A. Yes. ® 

Q. Is that one of the guns Chamberlain had? A.Yea., T do 

recognize that. 

Q. And he had one of these guns In each hand when you 
first observed him? A. Yes, sir. 

q. was he pointing at anyone ahen you sew him? A. Hell, 
when J. saw him just before Harry had lunged at him, they 
were pointing right directly at Harry, end of course, he 
pointed one at me when 1 came towards him because he 
knee he was trapped. 

THE CORONER: Has the Jury any questions? That is all. 

DR. A. B. HERRICK, JR. 

Celled as a witness and sworn by the Cororar: 

THE CORONER: Q. Your address, doctbr? A. Exchange 

Bank Building. 

Q. You were the physician called after Officer 0‘Neel 
was shot? A. I was. 

Q. And you operated on him, did you? A. I did. 

Q. You also held a post mortem examination? A.Yes, sir 
Q. if you will, please explain to the jury the ceuse oi 
death end also where he was shot? A . There was a 
gunahot wound in the abdomen and just to the left 
of the navel about three end on.-helf Inches below. This 
wound went through Into the abdominal cavity causing 
four wounds In the smell bowel end one In the lerge 
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bowel and three wounds In the mesentery. This bullet 
went ©crocs the abdominal cavity and lodged in the chest 
wall at the right aide, Just under the akin between the 
seventh and eight; ribs along about the posterior axillary 
line. There was also a gunshot wound to the back, poster¬ 
ior of the pelvic bone on the right aide about an Inch 
and a half from the midllne and about two Inches below 
the crest of the ilium. This wound extended around 
In the wall of the pelvis to two Inches below the left— 
about two Inches posterior to the left anterior superior 
spine of the crest of the Ilium. The third imund was in 
the left side. There was a wound three Inches above the 
knee and external, and another wound six and e half inches j 
above this on the anterior surface of the body. That 
covers all the wounds, three wounds. 

Q. That would make three wounds altogether? A.Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you find the bullets? A. Yes, I removed two of 
them. The bullets that entered the abdominal eavlty 
end lodged on the right side of the chest, and the wound 
In the back that lodged near the hip. 

Q . Those that were in the legs - A. That had an entrance 
end exit, I didn’t get that. 

Q. Were you able to tell what sized gun those were shot 
from? A. No, I didn't look at that, I Just put the 

bullets in an envelope et the hospital. 

Q. The rest of the autopsy? A. Well, there was 
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10 

bronchial pneumonia developed. 

Q. The ceuee of death was the gunshot wound#? A. The gun¬ 
shot wounds In the abdominal or pelvic region, shock, 
hemorrhage and bronchial pneumonia wss the cause off death. 

MR. McGETTIGAN: The Immediate cause of death-- the cause 
of death would be the gunshot wounds Inflicted In the first 
Instance? A. Yes. 

Q. Superinducing pneumonia? A. Yes, shock and hemorrhage 
also was the cause of death. 

THE CORONER: Of course he would not have gotten 
pneumonia If he hadn’t got the gunshot wounds? A. No. 

Q. What day was he taken to the hospital? A. Monday 
morning. 

Q. The 16th? A.Yes, sir. 

Q. And died on the 17th? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About what time? A. Well, It must have been about 
12:30. I was there all morning, I was there from eight to 
eleven-thirty end Dr. Noall came in and relieved me, then 
I left. 

Q. Did you perform the autopsy yourself, doctor? A* It 
was Just a post mortem examination. Of course, when I 
operated on him, I examined the wounds. 

THE CORONER: The two bullets will be marked Exhibit C. 
MR. McGETTIOAN : The two bullets you have Just marked, 
doctor,are the bullets which you removed from the body of 
Charles O’Neal? A.Yes, sir. 
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11 

Q, On the Monday morning following the shooting on July 
15th? A.Yes, sir. 

THE CORONER: Has the jury any questions? 

A JUROR: Yes. Doctor, where was the entrance into 
the body, front or back? A. There was one in the beck. 

A JUROR: Whereabouts In the back? A. One and a half 
Inches to the right of the midline, about two inches below 
the Ilium crest. 

THE CORONER: Maybe they would understand thet bet¬ 
ter if you would show them on me. 

A. That is on the right side, this bullet. Approximately 
cbout her# is where this bullet entered, and I removed it 

I 

about here, in this location, about two Inches posterior 

of the crest of the ilium and of the exterior superior 

spine. And the other one entered to the left, three 

inches below the navel, about in this position, and it 

passed through the abdomen causing a wound of the bowels, 

the large bowel and the small bowel, and the mesentery, 

up 

which I described, and came out/here. And the second 
passed through the abdominal cavity and all and and lodged 
just under the skin the same as this bullet down here. 

A JUROR: Where was the other one? A. In the left 
thigh, that is three inches above the knee externally and 
six inches and a half above this, right in the anterior 
surface of the thigh was the other wound. I believe this 
one down here was the wound of e”it and this was the wound 
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f ne , It „«d to g o across the thigh. 

of entrance. lamination, could 

UK. UcOETTIOAN: Doctor, lluU eU sera 

..n ttr .nrH>ximfitely from whet d ^ an«c . 
you — - rr " d from e Close-up 

la whether they were nr® 

fired, that Is, e because the wounds, 

position? A* I tMnK they * ^ qui te lacerated 

that u *. sound. or entrance needed 

and contused. ponder merits, it 

THE CORONER: you coul no ^ cloth.. «.re on 

not that closet A. 

•here he " s *°““ d * 4 * _That la ell, 

THE CORONBR: Any other .. 

doctor. Than* you very much. 

be ” 9rKed Exhlblt 

THB CORONBR: The two bult 


HA.RRY PXTTBSON 

Called aa a altn.ee and — th * th# JeU . 

THB coroher : -- r ;7;;;. une8S ; h aehootin 8 or 

v. that you did not 

1 know sheriff, r , d at quite 

a v, umi did hear e •***” 

Officer O'Neel, but you dia 

*9 fv Yes • 3ir • 

close rense • ^ the , ury Just .hot you ... 

Q. If y° u wiU ’ p , well, 1 fk»»t heard 

end how you happened to be there office to the 

the shots, I seized out from the she „ oment 

m^rired and stood there u 

front ahere my csr - • c%r6> end f looked 

and one of the trusties aes cleanl 
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up the street ond I sa. Chamberlain come from tie side of 
the police station elth these two euns, and 1 started 
toearde him up the street. And at that time, I didn't know 
there .as anyone shot, and my thought .as that he had had 
trouble .1th some of the officers. I started towards him 
and someone called me to loo* out that he .as after me. 

And 1 continued on up the street thinking I could salk 
along aa though nothing would happen until I got close 
enough to get hold of him with the gun. And I got .lthin 
probably twenty feet of him end he spoke to » 
am looking for Patteson, ere you Patteson. And I answered, 
"No, I am not Patteson, .hat the hell la the matter with 
you this morning". And at that, he more or lea* hesitated 
and I got within probably four or five feet of him and then 
he recognized me, and he pulled the gun and I leaped for 
him, ond as near as I can remember, I hit the gun and 1 
ducked my head at the same time and the shot passed my 
left ear. 1 threw both arms around him and hung on to 
him and forced him backwards. He tripped on his back and I 
straddled him and held him down on his back. He held 
smaller gun here at my right ribs and Joe Schurman called 
to me again, -Look out, Harry, he la going to you In 
the ribs". And at that. I grabbed his .nets and held them 
straight cut until some of the boys came over there. 1 
think Dibble and Joe Schurman and pulled the suns from his 
hands. I don't remember Just who did take them ftom him. 





H. A. SCOTT . A«»K>KTt* 


D 

6 ; 

7 • 

81 

I 

9 | 
LOj 

LI | 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17! 

i 

18 j 

j 

i o i 

1 

i 

20| 

21 

i 

9 . 9 . 

~ ! 

23 

24 

25 

26 


1 4 

I know the guns werr taken away from him at that time. 

Mr. Shulte was the first one I remember run across the 
street to me, and I called to Bill to get a car and take 
Charlie to the hospital. I think he took one of my cars 
and rushed over to the police station and took Charlie 
away. 1 didn’t see Charlie at all. Quite a crowd had 
gathered by that time. 

Q. Did you unload either one of these guns or see either 
one of them after the shooting? A. I didn't unload them. 
Dibble unloaded thlB 45, and the other gun, I don’t just 
remember, I think that was unloaded in the sheriff’s offlcf, 
except for one shell. The empty one was left in the gun.I 
think it is still In the gun. 

Q, There are three empties in this one? k» I think the 
empties were left in. There is one empty in there. 

Q. Do you know how many' times that gun was fired? A. It 

was fired once at me. 

Q. And this gun? The 45, how many times was It fired? 
k. I think there was three empty shells in that. That was 

not fired at roe. 

MK. McOETTIGAN: We have two guns, sheriff, here on the 
table, marked Exhibits A ar.;* B. Ate these the two guns 
taken away from Mr. Chamberlain? K. They are. These two 
guns he carried, this one In his left hand end the nickel- 
plated one In his right. After the boys had taken him to 
the office, I wanted down to his car perked in front of the 
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driveway efter someone had shoved it up to the curb, 
ana I looked in his car and on the seat of the car 
.ere several empty shells, four. 1 think, knd I took them 
into the office end 1 asked him, I aaya. •kl, did you 
shoot anyone els. this morning-; and he said .-Yes, 1 shot 
McCabe out at the ranch. <Jo out there and you will get 
another corpse-. And X called to Bill Cook, I believe it 
,as. and he got in the car and went out to the ranch to 
see if he was dead, find about five minute, after he left 
Dr. Thomson told me there was a man in his office that 
had beer, shot, and X told him we knew about it. 

Q. Did you find any other weapons In the automobile? 

A. *e found one, this small gun was in the ear. 

THE CORONER: I ’.hat the gun he shot McCabe with? 

A. 1 think not. I think this is the gun he shot McCabe 
«ith, I think the bullets are the same as you see here, 
taken from O-Neal. I have two of those in the office 

Identical with (MM Dr. Herrick showed me. One we. 

n on the around and Dr. Thomson brought 
found in the corrall on the gtouna 

one of them to me. 

MR. McGETTIGAN: Did you see the shells or the bu.le 
taken from Mr. O’Neal? A. Yes, sir. 

o, no you know what caliber they are? A. 45. I should 
judge, from the others, they arc identical with the 
others.! have two Just like them in the office and they 

are from e 45. 
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these bullets fit this sespon Bxhlblt 

C T r, nlher WOrdSj tn«B8 

• AM ^ v “ w * ' 

kt k . Yea. 

THE COR)NBR: Did you see Chamberlain before you see 

__ ^ A ofanH Inff OH 

A. No, not that morning, he BaW he - “ “ 

h but I didn’t notice hi® until 
the corner when he drove y> 

1 sew him coming with the guns. 

the CORONER: Has the Jury any questions? 

MR. McOBTTIOAN: By the way, you knew HI Chamberlain, 

did you? A. I did. recognized him 

Q. And you recognized him, did you 

as Chamberlain coming from the police 

MR. McOETTIQAN: That Is all. 

A HOMAN: May 1 as* this gentlemen a Ration? 

THE CORONER: lea, you may as* me and I will »® 

, . if t had seen this six shooter; 

A W0UA.N. You asked me if l 

I have seen it many tj.mes. . 

the COHOHER: 1 don’t think this has much to 

u this In 1935 I was here, end 
THE WDMA.K: The idea is thls,m 

•rt-«r he cot moved away trom 
after that, since that time, after h. go 

heard him talk tne "a* «« 
Santa Rosa, and I sew him end heard 

... __over her. to Sheriff Mohr, yes, Mohr, 

* hall, to the 

l told him - 1 had gone first to the a.ty 

v.-.~ith office , 

ttat does not have any bear ng 
THE CuRONER: Par-don me, that 

on the death of Ur. O’Neal. 
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UR. McOETTIOAN: We have e c 
now. 

, <a t-Ki a I wanted to aak this 
THE WOMAN: The idee Is this, 

_j cw,.r.4ff Flohr* or «t 

gentleman if he had b«*n — 

... ... .V. officers to he ce r.ful,ebout 11 Shenber- 

any time cy w.® -- 

lain. 

the CORONER: That sould not have any bearingo n Nr. 
O'Neal's death. I have no objection to the sheriff 

answering that questions ^ 

Q . Mere you ever sarn.d to loo* out for 41. Cha-b.rlalu 

THE WOUAN: Tou had never heard sr.y talk abou 

„ k Mr»t before he shot O’Neal, 
the officers? A. Not oeior® 

the WOUAN: That is all then. 

THK CORONER: That is all. 


WILLIAM A. SHULTB 

Called as a sltnese and ssorn by the Corona r: 

THE CORONER:®.. »hat is your address? A. 311 College 

Avenue. 

Q . X understand that you sltnesaed part of this s oo ng 

,_me. slndos in the courthouse. If you sill 

, to the . ttPy just .hat you see and shat 
please explain to the jui y ^ 

. . r u Y office is jus v. 

pert you had In the shooting? 

. , , t . UBt left the city hall, the 
opposite the city hell. <• 

asaembly room of the police department, 1 shouno juuge 
about ten or eleven minutes past nine at the time I 
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H . A •COTT MWfniR 

arrived at my office. I walked In the door, stopped 
and looked at the paper when I heard what appeared to 
be three shots fired. I walked to the window end looked 
out and I cow a man backing out of the aide entrance or 
the door of the assembly room next to the service station, 
backing out. He appeared to walk forward again as If he 
was going to look back In the door. He turned and started. 
It looked to me like he was going to walk straight through 
the service station. He got a little ways out and went out¬ 
side of thw pumps, and I heard Mr. O'Neel holler In his 
office, I heard him from where I was standing, and I 
heard Mr. Sehurman calling id Harry to look out. I 
noticed Ur. Patteson, the first time I noticed where he 
was was Just about the edge of the county property and 
tie service station thsrs. He was walking towards Al. Cham- 
berleln, and Al was walking towards him. I stood there 
realizing myself that I was going to witness a tragedy. 

Al was moving forward and so did Ur. Pstteson. They 
appeared to ba about four of five feet apart. Mr. Chamber- 
lain wee talking, I did not understand then what he wee 
saying, but he had a big silver-mounted gun In hie right 
hand end a black gun In his left hand. He pulled up 
with the gun in his right hand and drew down, end as he 
came down even with what appeared to be about the chest 
u- p„,e-son, there waa the explosion of a shell. I 
ran from my office door out Into the street, across the 
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street, when Ur. Patteson eeld to me -- I e»Ked hi* ir 
he wee shot, end he eeld "No, get e car end take Charlie 
to the hospital, he Is shot". 1 ran end got Into the car 
end drove around, I looked es 1 Jumped out of the car 
Into the city hell and Charlie .as then more In a sitting 
position on the floor. If I remember right, lying on his 
right am end right hand. I .eye. "My Ood, Cfearlle.whet 
happened". He eeld, "Hell, he shot me In the guts,Bill". 

He ... picked up end pieced In a chair end .. carried 
the chair out to the car, end I asked him then, I .eye, 
"Charlie, can you take e step. If you can. It »11 j. b» 
easier then lifting you Into the back end of the car." 

Ind he said, "I think I can", And he stepped Into the 
eer end »e drove to the hospital. And .hlle «e «ere 
welting for the doctor, I had e conversation with Charlie 
0-Heel et the hospital. I asked him, I say*. "Charlie, 
.hat happened" . Well, he says, "You end Larry had Just 
left" speaking of Hr. Welker, on. of the city patrolmen, 
and I wee reeding a paper, sitting where I .as when you 
left, and 1 heard the door *pen and someone stepped In 
end asked me , "Are you Mr. O-Neel". I swung sideways 
in my chair and says "Yea", and I was shot. He says, 

I tried to crawl under the table when I was shot again". 

He says, "That's all I remember." 

THR C.RONRR: Has the Jury eny questions! 

i JUROR: You ere sure It was A1 Chamberlain that was 

in there, you know It wee Chamberlain, do you! 
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• 116 Sp0iC6 of iiiSf I b © 1 i © V © 


• vh© old son=of-s=bitchs 


He didn't mention any name. He said, "The old son-of-e- 
bltch shot me in the guts". I did not see Mr. Chamberlain 
leaye the office but he appeared to be backing away from 
the office door. I could not see the door from my office. 

MR. McGETTIGAN: Could you say about how far Chamber¬ 
lain was from the office door when you saw him? A. There 
le a little coping separating the city property from the 
service station property, and when he was backing away 
he had not reached the coping when he turned around, about 
two or three feet from the door. 

Q. He was facing the door end had two guns In his hand, 
did he? A. All I could see at the time of backing away 
was the one gun, the black gun that he had in his left 

hand. 

A JUROR: Did Chamberlain at any time admit to you 
that he had shot O'Neal? A.I had no conversation with 
Al. Chamberlain at ell after the shooting. 

THB CORONER: Any other questions? That is ell. 


TQLAND C. McGETTIGAN 

Ceiled as 8 witness end sworn by the Coroner: 

THE CORONER: Q. You ere deputy district attorney? 

A. Assistant District Attorney. 

C Snnnmfl Countv? A? Y«S > Sir. 

Did you have eny conversation or take any statement from 


K. • 
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Al. Chamberlain after the shooting? A.Yea, lmmedlete.y 
after the shooting, I «ee called over by the sheriff's 

#-» \ v* i brought 

office. And at that time Mr. ona-uS..-.- 

Into the office In «. county Jell end .as < ttlng there. 
t aaked him then why he shot Chief O'Neal, and he said , 
nafue. to answer". or words to that effect. Subsequently 
-r . Cowan and myself and later Mr. Dado, the deputy dis¬ 
trict attorney, had Mr. Chamberlain. Al Chamberlain In one 
Of the office, of the county Jell. at ehlch time .. asked 
hl . to tell shat took Place on that morning, Monday morning, 
July 16th. And as far as the shooting of Chlaf O'Neal .as 
concerned, he retold hi. story of coming from the ranch 
oaned by Mr. McCabe, -Iking Into the police station, 
opening the door of the station; he said he opened the 
door and walked In, he said he aaw a man sitting at t.,e 

table and he said to him,"ire you Mr. reps, 

... Yea, and alth that he shot him. I believe he said n. 

He thfln aeid he left the police 
shot him three times. He then saiQ n 

, _ for Sheriff Petteaon. That Is 

station end csau. *—.. 

e- .itV i resDect to the shooting. 

, x. .4-11,. wio «i-«tement with reaper 
subs tent Is ***“ 

, nsi wna e further statement too, but I t n 
Of course there was e 

1 l nforao for* In fit this time. 

i m ell the jury is * * * ~ * 

THE CORONER: Is that all you wantedt 
A JUROR: Yes. 


THE CORONER:' Those ere all the witnesses, gentlemen. 
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M. A. •COTT. 

OsntlsMn, Section 1614 of the Pensl Code reeds es gg 
follows: 

After hearing the testimony the jury must render their 
verdict end certify the same by an inquisition in writing, 
signed by them, and setting forth who the person killed 
is, and when, where and by what means he came to his death; 
and if he was killed, or his death occasioned by the act 
of another by criminal mecfia, who is guilty thereof. 

And I further want to instruct you that if you believe 
from the evidence that deceased was killed or his death 
was occasioned by the act df another by criminal means, 
you will set forth in your verdict the name of the guilty 

party. 

( After deliberation the Jury returned the following 
verdict :) 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

County o! Sonoma 


In 


the Matter of the Inquisition into the Death of 


I 


Deceased. 


Charles Bernard O’Neal 

WK TUB rNl>F,RSI(!XBI> .H'HOKK su.mmmcl to oppoar before 

<„„„, at Welti Bros.. 

July , 15)3 A, to inquire into 


FRKD YOl’Nhi. tlu» ('oroner of the County of Sonoma, at 


Oil 


the J^^day of 


„ , . f Charles Be rnar.d... 0 * Neal. 

the .-ause of tluMlcatli of.- , imposition and hearing the 

having I,,., Italy .iron,, acronling to law, and ■»«»*»*.. . 

testimony adduced, upon our oaths, each an a ,co. 

That we can find that deceased was named 

Charles Bernard O’Neal 

__ . 0 aC ed about..41. years; 

Was a native of Montana.’ ' Jul y .193. 5 

that he came to h is death on the. ,ltt > 0 

in this county. DEATH FROM 
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report of autopsy or post mortem 


To the v, 

ORONER OF SONOMA COUNTY: INo - 

ame.Charles B. OW. D »" July I7th • ,9S& 

« • 

■ -1 .. OT« %cnn St. AgC.41 . Tli&c . lVL 

lace of Death General Hospital. Sex Colm 

leld at Welti- Funeral Parlors Mamed or S.ngle a&rv -‘ 3d 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION 
deight 6 .Weight.I?Q 

k *i i KaA 1 nm * 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION 

D • Normal. 

w 

v i Tlm^nnl . 

. Bronchopneumonia. 

Leungs . .. 


Heart ...MvmXf. . 



a . Gunshot v/ouna of abdomen on 

Uver. formal.. . 

TeTf side of hovel a no .^-xuones 

h.0.1.a\v;«..Gunyho.t-..Lv.oundo-fbaO'k v -po-s — 

terior' to pelvic bone on right side 


T^''inches from the mid line. 

il 1 i 


Kidney. . \Mml •. 


N 

Intestines Gunc * l0 ‘ t wounds of intestines 

and mesentery. 

,, _ Normal. 

i Bladder 

V . 

i • 7 Gunshot wound of left thigh 3 
Tx%ne'a''8h'oW‘"THe"”lcnce'' and eytornal, 

a *1 o n O 11 1 O ^'TOtr- WOXli*^ Of l vf t t/ii o“* 

inches above this one on anterio 

surface of left thigh. 

Uterus. 


Remarks 


Cause of Death .Gunshotwounds of aba onen , .joal vic region and thigh , 

nhoo’< , hetpcrrhoge ni f1 hror.chorin'Ai moi.i 8 •. 


P re se n t;.. • 


Signature ; « M. D. 












































































































































































































































